[Usefulness of RET proto-oncogene in the diagnosis of hereditary-type medullary carcinoma of the thyroid. Correlation with surgical findings].
In about 25% of cases medullary thyroid carcinoma (MTC) is hereditary. In this group is possible to detect germline point mutations of the RET proto-oncogene in about 95% of the studied cases. The purpose of the present paper is to confirm the value of the RET in the screening of the hereditary MTC. We studied 43 subjects at risk for a Multiple Endocrine Neoplasia Type 2A Syndrome. RET analysis was positive for MEN 2A in 22 subjects. Fifteen of the 22 have undergone a total thyroidectomy at our facility. Histopathological study of the surgical specimens confirmed the presence of a MTC in all the cases. According with our experience. RET analysis is a 100% sensitive and specific method of hereditary MTC screening, and we think it has obvious advantages over the calcitonin tests in technical, economic and ethic aspects.